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GO ON, YOU KNOW 
YOU WANT TO…
9-11 March 
Parsenn Derby, Davos 
entry fee 30CHF (£21.50) 
➥ scdavos.ch
15-18 March
City Ski Championships, Crans Montana
race packages from £665   
➥ cityskichampionships.com
21 April 
Weisse Rausch, St Anton 
entry fee €30 
➥ arlbergadler.eu

OTHER RACES  
FOR YOUR DIARY
9-10 December
Red Bull Hut Rally, St Anton:  
pro/am skicross, with unusual obstacles
8-14 January
Belalp Hexe, Belalp: the first of the Swiss 
Super-Vier downhill series
18-21 January 
Inferno, Muerren: second Super-Vier race, 
the biggest, at 1,800 entries, the longest,  
at 15km
10 March
Engadine Ski Marathon, St Moritz:  
42km cross-country race with  
10,000-plus participants
1 April
Gardenissima, Val Gardena: 6km GS with 
more than 1,000m of vertical and 115 gates 
– claims to be the world’s longest GS
13-14 April 
Allalin, Saas-Fee: the last of the Swiss 
Super-Vier, a downhill on a glacier

WHERE TO STAY
Davos, Switzerland 
Hotel Parsenn;  
half-board from £97pp/pn
➥ hotelparsenn.ch 
Courmayeur, Italy
Hotel Mont Blanc 
from €90pp/pn
➥ hotelmontblanc.it 
St Anton, Austria
Hotel Grieshof, from €88pp/pn
➥ grieshof.com

Look Herman! I’m a bird!

sluff Building snowBalls out of the avalanche of news
GET THE LATEST NEWS

spectrum broad, from 
Méribel-based ski-cross star 
Emily Sarsfield to wobbly 
intermediates who put in extra 
turns between gates. 

On day one, teams of four race 
a parallel slalom in relay form, a 
flag at the finish the unscientific 
signal for the next racer to start. 
Our Ski Club of GB team – which 
rivals Accenture and Lloyd’s of 
London for matching outfits – 
makes it to round two by a 
whisker. We beat our next 
opponents comfortably after their 
first racer tumbles, then lose to 
Sarsfield’s team in the final 
round. Après-ski is just as 
competitive, and it’s a challenge 
to abandon the Friday night 
party ‘early’, at 2.30am.

The individual giant slalom is 
as entertaining to watch as to 
race, with a brisk commentary by 
Ski Sunday’s Matt Chilton and 
celebrities such as Colin Jackson 
(on Zais) and Marcus Brigstocke 
(a boarder) in action. Damon Hill 
matches Konrad Bartelski’s time 

while forerunner Graham Bell is 
beaten only by former national 
hopeful Michael Colyer (30.92sec). 
At seven seconds shy, I’m 15th 
overall. Later, there are bottles of 
fizz not only for fastest 
stockbroker, lawyer and so on, 
but for best wipeout and ‘most 
challenged’ skier (a UEFA 
manager; 1min 42sec). 

The gregariousness of City Ski 
and the speed of the Derby collide 
at my third endeavour, the Weisse 
Rausch. I’d watched clips of the 
mass start and skied the route, 
but nothing could prepare me for 
the mayhem of this 9km 
challenge on a slushy spring 
Saturday in St Anton.

At 4pm, 650 racers gather at 
the top of the Valluga cable-car – 
nearly as many Germans as 
Austrians, plus Swiss, Brits, 
Japanese and Scandinavians. As 
5pm approaches, the first start 
group – 240 men under 40 – 
forms an arc. At the blast of a 
cannon they surge forward, 
scattering fallers here and there. 

At 5.20pm, I’m ready, with the 
women, boarders, telemarkers 
and bladers.

When the cannon sounds it’s  
a shock, and I hesitate before 
schussing toward the bottleneck. 
A girl just ahead catches an edge 
and spins sideways. I miss her by 
centimetres, speed round the 
corner and glide up the hill 
before stamping off my skis and 
shouldering them. “The hill kills 
you,” Paul Schwarzacher, 
eight-times winner, warned me 
that morning. He’s one of few to 
skate up, poling – success partly 
down to 170cm langlauf poles.

Minutes later, I push off weakly 
and settle into an unelegant 
crouch. To my joy, my 2m rental 
Kastles sail past a dozen people 
on the next slushy schuss. I take 
the left-hand fork to plough into 
‘happy valley’, knackered but 
stable. There follows an evil 
stretch, the moguls bigger as it 
steepens, and I pick the left-hand 
route I usually take at the end of 
a St Anton day. A snow-blader 

flashes improbably by. I trudge 
the last stretch of boggy slush 
and stagger across the line, 
elated it’s over, my time under 15 
minutes (Schwarzacher, first 
again, clocked 8min 14sec). 

During the prize-giving I’m 
amazed to discover that I was 
quickest 30-40-year-old female.  
I credit the skis – though secretly 
I suspect another factor was 
unwitting past practice – racing 
to the Mooserwirt to bag a table 
for après-ski...
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